MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THORNBURY GROUP PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON TUESDAY 2NP DECEMBER 2025, AT 7 PM IN
EDWYN RALPH VILLAGE HALL

Members Present: Clirs Ashley Ede (Chair), Kitty Edwards (Vice Chair), Tom Edwards,

Jim Farrant, William Keown-Boyd, Alan Pitt, and Phil Wildig.

Also, Present: Jennifer Eva (Clerk), Ward Clir Bruce Baker and 1 member of the public.

25/38 APOLOGIES

Apologies for absences were accepted from Clirs H Lewis and D Manning.

25/39 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

25/40 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED to confirm as a correct record and sign the Minutes of the Meetings
held on 27t May and 29" September 2025.

25/41 WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE

Ward Councillor Bruce Baker provided the following update.

Local PCSOs’ hours have been reduced, and they will no longer routinely work
beyond 8.00 pm. Regular police officers will remain on duty.

Herefordshire Council is expected to lose £7 million in Central Government funding
through the Rural Services Delivery Grant, potentially creating a £27 million
shortfall in county services.

Herefordshire Council Tax is proposed to increase by 4.99% for the 2026/27
financial year.

Herefordshire Children’s Services were recently inspected, with the report due to
be published on 12 January 2026.

Herefordshire Council is undertaking a ‘Call for Sites’ to invite submissions of land
for potential development, subject to landowner permission.

Free parking will be available in Hereford from 4.00 pm on Wednesdays 3, 10 and
17 December, and in Leominster on Saturday 13 December 2025.

25/42 PUBLIC SESSION

The member of the public asked Clir Baker for more information about the potential
loss £7 million from Central Government funding through the Rural Services Delivery
Grant, and the impact it would have.

Ward ClIr Baker left the meeting at 7:24pm.



25/43 FINANCE

25/44

25/45

a. Spend against budget
b. Bank reconciliation

c. Bank account totals at the time of the meeting

Current account = £6,803.42
Reserve account = £852.54

. Members received a finance report from Sept - Dec 2025

It was RESOLVED to approve the finance report.

d. Approval of invoices for payment via online transfer.

Payee Goods / Services VAT £ Total £
Autela Payroll 16490 Aug to Nov 14.00 84.00

HMRC PAYE month 7 - 73.40

HMRC PAYE month 8 - 73.30

HMRC PAYE month 9 - 73.40

Clerk salary Oct, Nov, Dec - -

It was RESOLVED to approve the above invoices for payment.

2. To consider the online transfer of funds from the Council’s current account into
the reserve account.

It was RESOLVED to instruct the Clerk to transfer £3,300 from the council’s
current account into the reserve account.

3. Members received a budget report for 2026/27.

The figures included in the budget report were prepared by the clerk in
conjunction with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the council.

It was RESOLVED to approve the budget for 2026/27 as presented (copy
herewith).

4. Members considered the precept requirement for 2026/27.

It was RESOLVED to set the precept at £6,935.00 which will be £36.29 for Band
D equivalent properties.

PLANNING MATTERS

To comment on planning applications, which are to be determined by Herefordshire
Council.

a. P253137/FH ... Beecroft, Edwyn Ralph, Herefordshire, HR7 4LY
Proposal: Carport
Application type: Full Householder
Closing date: 2"d December 2025

It was RESOLVED to SUPPORT this application.

DEFIBRILLATORS

1. To consider any action required for the two defibrillators in Edwyn Ralph and
Collington. No action required.


https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-search/details?id=253137&search-term=E04000752&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Edwyn%20Ralph

25/46

25/47

25/48

25/49

2. To consider and agree on a suitable location for the installation of a new
defibrillator / cabinet in Thornbury.

e Must be installed in a location that is publicly accessible at all times.

¢ Requires a standard mains electrical supply is required to power the heated or
climate-controlled cabinet (the defibrillator itself operates on its own battery).
The cabinet heater maintains the unit at the necessary minimum safe
temperature.

The Parish Council discussed the potential use of the red telephone box in
Thornbury as a centrally located facility for residents.

It was RESOLVED to investigate whether the telephone box has an active power
supply and to establish the costs of any refurbishment works required to make it
weatherproof.

HIGHWAYS / FOOTPATHS / TRAFFIC

Members raised the following issues:
a. Suspected animal damage to a section of the B4214 (Collington).
b. Wall Hills Lane — water running down the highway (Thornbury).

Cllr K Edwards left the meeting at 8:10pm.

LENGTHSMAN

Members considered participation in Herefordshire Council’s Lengthsman Scheme for
2026/27. The scheme enables the Parish Council to appoint a Lengthsman to
undertake routine practical maintenance works within the parish.

It was RESOLVED not to participate in the scheme at this time and to reconsider the
matter once the Council’s financial reserves have reached a stable position.

INFORMATION AND CORRESPONDENCE

Members noted information which was circulated to them via email.
a. Locality Steward Weekly Reports.

b. Road Work notifications.

c. Police newsletters.

ORDINARY MEETING DATES 2026

23" February

30t March

25" May (Annual Parish and Annual Council Meeting)
271 July

28t September

30 November (Budget)

It was RESOLVED to approve the meeting schedule for 2026.

With no further business, the meeting was closed at 8:23pm

Signed by Clir Ashley Ede ... Dated ......ccoviviiiiennns



. Spend against budget

Thornbury Group Parish Council
Report for the 2026/27 Budget Meeting

b. Bank reconciliation — November

Monday 1t December 2025

Budget Opening Balance 01/04/2025 NatWest £3,358.61 £847.13
udge Current Account|Reserves Account| TOTAL
INCOME 2025/26 YTD Opening balance £3,358.61 £847.13

(+) Receipts £6,600.00 £5.41 £3,302.41
Precept £6,600.00 [£6,600.00 TOTAL £9,958.61 £852.54
Bank interest £60.00 £5.41 (-) Payments £3,155.19 £0.00
Unpresented cheque £0.00 £0.00 Balance £6,803.42 £852.54 £7,655.96
VAT claim £30.00 £0.00 20.10.2025 31.10.2025

Bank Stat t £6,803.42 £852.54 £7,655.96
Total Income £6,690.00 | £6,605.41 ani Slatemen | | |

of/s payments

Budget
EXPENDITURE 2025/26 YTD 0.00 0.00
£6,803.42 £852.54 | £7,655.96

Insurance £420.00 £379.62
ICO £35 00 £47 00 c. Current bank account totals
Audit fees £250.00 £200.00 Current account = £6,803.42
Salary (inc. PAYE) £4.495.00 |£2,200.92 Reserve account = £852.54
General Admin £50.00 £0.00
PC WebSite domain £15000 £1505 d Payments for approval
Election fees (2019) £200.00 £0.00
Salt for 3 parishes £0.00 £0.00 Payee Goods / Services VAT £ Total £
Meeting Room Hire £150.00 £0.00 Autela Payroll 16490 Aug to Nov 14.00 84.00
Payroll services £250.00 £72.50 HMRC PAYE month 7 - 73.40
Defibrillator maintenance £300.00 £198.00 HMRC PAYE month 8 - 73.30
Community Projects £200.00 £0.00 HMRC PAYE month 9 - 73.40
VAT £100.00 £42.10 Clerk salary Oct, Nov, Dec - -
Total Expenditure £6,600.00 |£3,155.19




Monday 1t December 2025

Thornbury Group Parish Council
Report for the 2026/27 Budget Meeting

The draft budget was prepared by: Parish Clerk, with input from the Chairman and Vice
Chairman

1.

Introduction

A draft budget for the financial year 2026/27 has been prepared using the current
year’s income and expenditure as a baseline. The draft reflects known commitments,
anticipated changes in service requirements, and the Council’s priorities for the
coming year. The figures presented are not final and may be amended by the Council
during the meeting.

a.

. Key Budget Considerations for 2026/27

IT, Website and Data Protection Requirements (Assertion 10)

New and strengthened national requirements regarding IT security, website
compliance, and data protection (including the introduction of Assertion 10 in the
Annual Governance & Accountability Return) will come into force from 2026.

Winter Maintenance — Purchase of Road Salt
An allocation has been included to support the purchase of additional road salt. This
provides resilience in the event of prolonged icy or severe winter weather.

Defibrillator Maintenance
Funds have been budgeted for:

e Routine servicing
o Replacement pads
o General upkeep of the community defibrillators

It is hoped that, over time, the three villages will work together to establish an annual
fundraising event to contribute towards ongoing maintenance costs. Until such a
scheme is established, the Council will fund maintenance required.

Community Projects Provision

The draft budget includes a dedicated allocation for Community Projects.
This funding is intended to support council-led initiatives that benefit residents
across the parish.

3. Reserves and Contingency Planning

The Council’s budgeting approach aims to balance operational needs with long-term

financial resilience and supports the continued rebuilding of both general reserves and

earmarked reserves



Draft Budget proposed for 2026/2

Monday 1t December 2025

Budget Draft Budget
INCOME 2025/26 Y1b 2026/27
Precept £6,600.00 [£6,600.00] £7,000.00
Bank interest £60.00 £5.41 £10.00
Unpresented cheque £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
VAT claim £30.00 £0.00 £40.00
Total Income £6,690.00 (£6,605.41| £7,050.00
Budget Draft Budget
EXPENDITURE 2025/26 WL 2026/27
Insurance £420.00 | £379.62 £420.00
ICO £35.00 £47.00 £50.00
Audit fees £250.00 [ £200.00 £200.00
Salary (inc. PAYE) £4,495.00 |£2,200.92( £4,750.00
General Admin £50.00 £0.00 £40.00
PC website domain £150.00 £15.05 £250.00
Election fees (2019) £200.00 £0.00 £200.00
Salt for 3 parishes £0.00 £0.00 £75.00
Meeting Room Hire £150.00 £0.00 £150.00
Payroll services £250.00 £72.50 £250.00
Defibrillator maintenance £300.00 [ £198.00 £300.00
Community Projects £200.00 £0.00 £200.00
VAT £100.00 £42.10 £50.00
Total Expenditure £6,600.00 |£3,155.19| £6,935.00

Proposed Precept 2026/27

£7,000

Based on the tax base (Band D equivalents) for 2025/26 = £36.29



